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AN ADDRESS, 
DELIVERED IN COUNCIL BEFORE THE FRANKLIN As- 
SUCIATION, AT ITS SESSION IN CHESTERFIELD, 
aceust 25, 1831. a 








BY W. 8. BALCH. 


BRETHREN AND FRienps: 

In compliance with an appointment, made 
at the last session of this Association, I now ad- 
dress you. From the multiplicity of subjects 
which present themselves tomy mind, each wor- 
thy of our attention, I scarcely know which to 
select as most entertaining and useful. I cannot 
hope to touch, in so able a manner, upon topics 
of equal importance with those laid before us at 
our last meeting. But from the interest I feel 
in the prosperity of truth and love in this region, 
i trust the ideas I shall advance, will not be 
wholly uninteresting. 

When I look back three or four years, and 
consider the low state of religion among you 
then, and compare with it your present prosper- 
ous condition, I am‘half inclined to occupy my 
ume in giving a history of the rise, progress, 
and effects of liberal christianity among you.— 
But then, again, I reflect upon what remains to 
be done to perfect the good werk so prosperously 
commenced, that we may hand the principle of 
true religion, purée and uncontaminate, down 
to future generations ; that children yet unkborn 
may obey its mild and wholesome precepts, cul- 
tivate its liberal and charitable doctrines, and 
rejoice in its sublime hopes, I am resolved upon 
a different course. 

The particular object I had in view, when first 
1 moved for the introduction of annual addresses, 
was to stin up our minds by presenting a history 
of the past, comparing it with the present, and 
recommending measures most likely to ensure 
future prosperity. 'The importance of Associa- 
tions—“the good they are capable of producing 
—the evil to which they gnay be perverted,” dec. 
were set forth in a plain manner in our last ad- 
dress. I shall, therefore, barely refer you to the 
past, and speak of a few objects which regard the 
welfare of our denomination. 

In relation to our history, let this brief sketch 
suffice. When I came into this vicinity, about 
four years since, there were but two other regu- 
lar Societies withia the present limits of this As- 
sociation. ‘There were many sons and daugh- 
ters who sejoiced in the hope of the glory of God, 
and in the salvation of a world by Jesus Christ. 
But they were like sheep scattered upon the 
nountains, They were unknown to each other. 
They dared not avow their real sehttiments, be- 
cause ofthe enemy. ‘Thus neighbors lived to- 


; dormant powers and call into aetion the noble 





gether, influenced by the same religious princi- 
ples—possessed of the same triumphant faith— 
comforted by the same consoling hopes ; but still 
compelled fo cireumscribe them to their own bo- 
soms as families, lest the peace and tranquility of 
the neighborhood should be molested, and friend- 
ly intercourse destroyed. Many fathers and 
mothers in our Israel, can tell us, and tears of 
mixed pleasure and regret will steal unconscious- 
ly down their furrowed cheeks at the narration, 
of the sufferings they endured when insolated 
from the world, they were compelled to smother 
in secret, those sentiments which they considered 
of the greatest consequence to the happiness of 
their fellow-men. We can hardly realize their 
emotions when, by some accidental acknowledg- 
ment, they become acqnainted with each others 
views. 

A little stir had been made. Our steadfast 
friend, Br. Brooks, had labored to arouse the 


faculties of those who secretly nursed the prin- 
ciples of universal love. He did considerable for 
the cause of truth. But the tongue of slander 
reviled, and the arm of persecution was nerved 
against him.—Although he has outlived them all, 
his endeavors to spread the gospel were much 
limited. He has, hqgever, been effectual in dif- 
fusing the light of truth in the southérn part of 
our territory. Br. Sampson, who formerly lived 
in Wilmington, when brought from error’s dark- 
ness into the knowledge of the true faith, did 
something to awaken the attention of the breth- 
ren in that section. But on account of the short- 
ness of his stay after his conversion, and the 
continued opposition exerted against him, his 
preaching had but Iittleeffect. Br. Winchester, 
also, did considerable, for a time, in destroying 
the mystery of iniquity and in establishing the 
truth. By his good argument, and his strict piety 
and virtue, many were inclined to think favorably 
of him and his doctrine, and many to believe it. 
Several others, whose names need not be men- 
tioned, visited different parts of this region bear- 
ing the glad tidings of gospel grace, and for a 
time many rejoiced in their light. But when 
persecution arose, because of the word, they were 
either persuaded or compelled to put their light 
under a bushel. Butthe good seed was not sow- 
ed in vain. ‘Though it was long taking root, it 
has, at length, sprung up, and, warmed by the 
sunshine of unbounded love, watered by the gen- 
tle showers of divine grace, and fanned by the 
mild breathings of the holy spirit, it moves in 
vernal beauty, promising a rich and plentiful 
harvest. 

What has four years done for the cause of 
truth and righteousness among us? Surely, the 
desert has been made to bud and blossom like the 
rose. More than twelve Societies, of respectable 
numbers, professing openly a belief in Universa- 
lism, have been regularly organized, and receiv- 
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spire, pointing the persécuted follower of a per- 
secuted Lord away to that God in whom is all 
our trust; and bélow, is chanted the'gratefyl song 
of praise—the confident prayers ¢ jtent wor- 
shippers is offered wp—and the dogtine of 
peace and love drops like the rain, and distils 
like the dew. 

Such is our brief history—anéiuch the bless- 
ings we enjoy. It now remains for us fo act well 
our part, in preserving, inviolate the rights and 
privileges we pogsedgpin advancing the cause of 
truth and righteousMess, and in prepaging the 
way for those who may come after us, trealize 


our happiness without enduring our 8. 

1. In the first place, it is indispensably neces- 
sary that we become acquainted wi e nature 
and tendency of the doctrine we profess. It is 


of no advantage to us that we unite ourselves to 
a party, until we are made acquainted with the 
principles and objects of that party. Quite too 
many entertain the notion that they caf Teap the 
honors of a sect which is popular, by barely ta- 
king the name, without giving themselyes any 
trouble about the necessary duties arid qualifiea- 
tions. Such may have a name to live by, but 
they are dead while they,live. Selgin, as a 
busine concerns a man’s own in erest without 
regard to the opiriion of the world. ” Of what 
advantage is it to me, if the world calls me rich 
while I am conscious of my poverty? Of what 
advantage is it to me, if the world thinks me 
wise, virtuous, and happy, while I know 1 am ig- 
norant and sinful, and wretched? So also, how 
can we be benefited bythe doctrines of a — 
long as we are unaequainted withthem? We 
must know whiat religions; what the ground and 
objects of our faith are, before we can engage 
heart and hand in their support. 

Universalism is a plain, simple, common- 
sense doctrine, agreeing with scripture, en- 
lightened reason, and the best feelings of the 
human heart. It teaches the existence of one 
God, whose goodness is impartial, whose love 
is unbounded, and whose attributes are un- 
changeable. In this it agrees with scripture, 
‘“‘Hear, O! Israel, the ‘Lord thy God is one 
Lord. Heis good unto all. God is love, and 
he filleth all in all.. He is of one mind, and 
none can turn him.”’—It teaches that all the 
punishment we receive at the hand of God, on 
account of our sins, is a display of his love 
towards us; because :t is emendatory, and will 
eventuate in our good, in making us obedient to 
his laws. In this it agrees with scripture.— 
“Whom the Lord loveth, he chastiseth. Now 
no chastising for the present seemeth joyous but 
grievous, nevertheless afterwards it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness.”—It teaches 
that every sin shall be punished just as much as 
it deserves, but that God will not punish with 
endless misery the finite sins of his children. In 
this it agrees with reason and with scripture.— 








ed into fellowstip. ‘Three or four preachers find 
constant employ, and as many more are wanted 
Meetings were formerly held in school-houses 
in private dwellings, in any place that could be 
obtained. Now, convement places of worship 
are erected. ‘We behold the elewated tower, or 









ow very unreasonable it would seem fur 
inflict ceaseless torture on any child for 
demeanors of this short life. If small 
if any sin is finite, all must be, for they 
a con.mitted by mem equally finite in their 
knowledge and powers. Scripture declares ne 
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truth more elearly than that 
every man according to his works,” or, in other 
words, punish them just as much as they de- 
serve. ‘This can never be unless suffering is to 
end; for when thousands of years are passed 
they will have suffered no part of eudless pun- 
ishment. And when millions of ages have rolled 
away in the unceasing rounds of eternity, they 
will approach no nearer te an end of pain. Ask 
the question then, Haye they received a just re- 
compense for sin? The reason of the meanest 
capaeity Willanswer, No! Itis then reasonable 
to believe im the truth of setipture. “I will visit 
their transgressions witlw@ rod, and their iniqui- 
ties with stripes. » Nevertheless, my loving kind- 
ness I will negptterly take away from him, nor 
suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will 
I not break, #6r alter the thing that has gone out 
of my The Lord will not cast off for- 
ever. He rétaineth not anger forever, be- 
cause hiedelighteth in mercy.” It teaches the hope 
in fa bape as formed on the unbought 
grace Gr favor of God, and made known in his 
promises revealed te us, and that this happiness 
is designe@for all men. In this, it agrees with 
scripture :—by gtace are ye saved, not of works. 
But after that the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us. For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared. 
—It teaches that God’s will desires, or deter- 
mines, the salvation of all ‘men; that his purpose 
will be accomplished, and that man cannot pre- 
vent it. Iv this, itagrees with scriptures—“God 
will havewall men to be saved. My counsel shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure. Who art 
thou, Oh man, that repliest against God.”—-It 
teaches that Jesus Christ was a man chosen from 
among the people like unto them ; that he was 
inferior to the Father; that he was a teacher of 
righteousness, being himself a perfect pattern of 
good works for all to imitate; that he died and 
was buried; that he was raised from the dead to 
prove to a demonstration, the truth of a resur- 
rection, that he is to rule by his spirit, or the spir- 
it of his religion, till all are made subject to the 
jaws of God and enjoy his love ; and that it is by 
him alone we are to look for the complete salva- 
jon of the world. In this, it agrees with serip- 
ture :—“Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God. The man Christ Jesus. My tather is great- 
erthan 1. Ofthat day end hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father. As [have loved you, so ye 
ought also to love one another. The first born 
{from the dead. He hath abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light. He must 
reign till his enemies are put under his feet : till 
every knee shall bow, and tongue confess him 
Lord. The only name given under heaven or 
among men whereby we must be saved. ‘The 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world.”—Lasily: It teaches the belief in the sal- 
vation of all men, as the most important object 
of the Saviour’s mission—the complete obtain- 
ment of the will of God—the satisfaction of all 
human desires—and the answer of almost every 
ebristian’s prayer. And in this it agrees with 
scripture, enlightened reason, and the best feel- 
ingsof the human heart:—*For this purpose was 
the Son of God manifested that he might 
the works of the devil. Destroy death, 
that hath the power of death, that is t 
Death the last enemy shall be destroyed. 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, si 
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things are passed away. All things 
are become new. Ali that died in Adam shall 
be made alive in Christ.” 
His own soft hand shall wipe the tears 
From every weeping eye, 
And pains, and groans, and grief, and fears, 
And death itself shall die. 

In view of so much scripture, so much reason, 
and so strict an accordance with the best feel- 
ings of every benevolent heart, who can doubt 
for a moment that Universalism is a plain, sim- 
ple, common sense doctrine, agreeing with scrip- 
ture, enlightened reason, and the best desires of 
all men. 


These are parts of that great system of doc- 
trine taught by Universalism, for the truth of 
which appeal is made to divine revelation, and to 
the judgment and good feelings of mankind. And 
what, let me ask, are we to expect as the natural 
fruit of such a doctrine? Supreme love to God, 
and fraternal love toall men. For, if we believe 
in one God, the Father of all men, and the Giver 
of all good gifts, if any effect is produced, we 
shall naturally love, reverence and obey him. If 
we believe all men to be brethren, alike depend- 
ant upon the goodness of the same common Fa- 
ther, destined to inherit the same blessings, to 
live the same immortal life in the cultivation of 
the same tender affections, singing the same songs 
in perfect harmony of sound and feeling, if any 
effect is produced (and who can doubt but there 
willbe) we shall spontaneously cultivate the pur- 
est friendship—do to others precisely as we 
would have others do by us, and live in peace 
with all men. 


It becomes the duty, th@W, of all who profess 
the name of Universalists, to understand the na- 
ture of the doctrine and its practical operations 
upon the heart and life. Itis not enough that 
we are convinced of the error of Calvinism, and 
Arminianism, of a trinity, vicarious suffering,total 
depravity of all men by nature, divine vengeance, 
and endless Misery. Jt is not enough that we do 
not engage in, nor approve the influence of such 
unscriptural, unreasonable, and heart-rending 
notions ; stirring up striféanil discontent in fami- 
lies, and in society; in fostering the spirit of 
pride and self-righteousness ; in hardening the 
heart so as to behold, with pleasure, the most ex- 
cruciating torture of friends and enemies. It is 
not enough that.we do not boast of our prayers, 
of our creed, of making no noise nor commotion 
in society about the peaceable religion of Jesus 
Christ. It is not enougi: that we openly oppose 
these things, and all the unhallowed measures 
adopted by those who think that gain is godli- 
ness, and would sustain their sectarian dogmas 
under the abused name of religion. Our faith is 
not a mere negation, a disbelief in popular error. 
Neither should our practice be the mere neglect 
of those ceremonies and party performances, in 
which we have no confidence. We must have 
within us an active principle of benevolence.— 
We must not only oppose errors, but we must 
establish the truth. We must not only note the 
faults of others, but we must correct our own. 
We must aot only talk of the love of God and 
men, but we must manifest it by our good works, 
by our upright dealing, by our offices of kindness 
and deeds of charity. We must not only teach 
universal benevolence, but we must practice it 

y doing good to all men as we have opportunity, 
y cultivating a forgiving spirit. We must not 
only believe in the salvation of all men, but we 








he enjoyment of it. In fine, we must not 
only preach religion, but we must live it also. 

~ Am Lasked if such are the natural fruits of 
Universalism? I answer: most certainly the 
are. I will venture to assert, and will hold my- 


more direct practical influence upon the moral 
conduct of those who receive it, in the love and 
spirit of it, than Universalism. I donot say that 
every religious twattler, who one day stands in 
the corners of the streets arguing a sentiment, 
concerning which he knows nothing, and cares 
as little, and the next, reels through a bar-room, 
is a moral man, or a wicked man, because he 
professes one doctrine or denies another. Though 
our orthodox friends frequently refer us to such 
as fair examples of the effects of the doctrine, | 
consider any decision thus made very liable to be 
unjust. I confess my willingness, however, to 
carry the comparison of doctfines there, without 
the fear of suffering by a comparison with any 
denomination. But there is no place for a cor- 
rect decision, for religious principle has no oper- 
ation there. It is among the candid and consid- 
erate, the common and higher classes in society, 
we are to look for the fair examples of the effects 
of the doctrine. It is there we can discover who 
possess a calm, peaceable, charitable, and forgiv- 
ing spirit; and who are noisy, proud, and over- 
beoring. But after all, it is in our own judgment 
and knowledge of things, we must determine the 
natural tendency of any sentiment. 

Still it is reiterated, more frequent than the re- 
turning day, that the wickedest and most aban- 
doned among men are Universalists. 1 deny the 
charge. Search creation through and find the 
proof. Go back to the first establishment of 
Christianity, and come down to this very hour, 
and who will you find amongst the most cruel 
and extravagant? In almost every case, believ- 
ers in the endless damnation of a part of man- 
kind. Who procured thetburning of Servetus 
for frankly avowing his honest opinions? John 
Calvin, the father of orthodoxy. Who boasted in 
his letter to the Pope, of having despatched 

in one day? 

Who slew 22,000 heretics during a short ieign 
in the 16th century ? Henry VIII. the head of the 
Church. Who are now condemning, unheard, 
and torturing with the rack, the dungeon or the 
fire, innocent Protestants? ‘The Spanish Inqui- 
sition,—and all to save their poor immortal souls 
from endless punishment. Who in our own fa- 
vored land, hung, whipped, and banished witch- 
es, Baptists and Quakers?) ‘Whoin our own day 
are stirring up strife and discord in families and 
in society, destroying the peace and friendly in- 
tercourse in neighborhoods and towns? 1 leave 
it with you to decide. 

On the other*hand, what nation excels all oth- 
ers in point ef piety, morality, and Christian 
knowledge?’ The Gerfhans, who reject the idea 
of endless suffering and believe in Universal Sal- 
vation!! In our own ranks in this region, we 
behold men of honesty, of candor, of judgment. 
of influence and respectability, equal to those ef 
any denomination. Though I would not boast 
of such, I would refer to them as living proof of 
the falsity and slanders of those misrepresenta- 
tions which accuse us of advocating an immoral 
and licentious doctrine. Nothing will more com- 
pletely refute the calumny of those who look for 
our halting, than a sober temperate life—a life 
devoted to practical godliness—to pure religion 
—to the best interests of mankind, Nothing will 





must do every thing in our power to bring them | 


make a more favorable impression on the minds 


self responsible to prove, that no doctrine has a - 
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of those whom we desire to bring to the belief of 
the truth. And nothing will reflect greater honor 
on the cause which we support. Would you, my 
brethren, convince others of the advantage of be- 
lieving iu your doctrine, adorn it by a well-erder- 
ed life, and godly conversation. Would you 
stop the mouths of calumniators and prove their 
assertions false, return blessing for cursing, and 
good for evil. If there be any thing else needful 
to gain your object, it is contained in this—Love 
thy neighbor as thyself. Would you be real 
Christians, cultivate the spirit of Christianity and 
obey its precepts, even at the expense of private 
or sectarian opinions. 


(Concluded in our net.) 





SUNDAY. 

The enlightened reader need not be told, that 
this name is derived from the Sun or Sol, and 
is of heathen origin. The ancients worshipped 
that luminary on the frstday of the week, under 
the various names of Sol, Apollo, Phebus, &§c. 
Hence the name Sunday. Some Calvinistic di- 
vines have labored, very unprofitably, we con- 
elude, to convince their flocks that the first day 
of the week is the true sabbath of the Jews, which 
by some trick of Moses, was changed to the- 
seventh, in the wilderness, and from thence at 
tempt to. derive authority for its most rigid and 
scrupulous observance, and quote passages from 
the Mosaic law by way of authority. 

Neither Christ nor his Apostles appear to have 
paid any greater deference to the Mosaic Sab- 
bath than to any other day of the week, but pur- 
sued their ordinary business on this, as on other 
days, which greatly scandalized the Jews, who 
made the breach of their “ Holy Sabbath” one 
ground of accusaticn against them. Neither do 
we find in the New Testament any law or injunc- 
tion for the particular observance of this day 
(Sunday) as holy time, more than any other day 
of the seven. 

The learned and pious Dr. Mosheim, in his 
ecclesiastical history, (vol. 1, p. 106,) when 
speaking of the christians of the first century, 
after remarking that the custom of “setting apart 
the first day of the week, was derived from the 
example of the church of Jerusalem,” says— 
“The seventh day of the week was also observed 
as a festival, not by the christians in general, 
but by such churches only as were composed of 
Jewish converts; nor did the other christians cen- 
sure this custom as criminal or unlawful.” 

The same writer observes, when speaking of 
the christians of the second century, (vol. 1, p. 166.) 
that “the first christians assembled for the pur- 
puse of divine worship, in private houses, in caves 
and in vaults where the dead were buried. Their 
meetings were on the first day of the week, and 
in some places they assembled on the seventh, 
which was celebrated by the Jews. Many also 
observed the fourth day of the week’ on which 
Christ was betrayed; and the sizth, which was 
the day of his crucifixion.” 

In addition to these festivals, there were many 
others observed, as equally holy time, and cele- 
brated at stated periods, without any particular 
reference to the day of the week; neither were 
their festivals held on the same day by all the 
churches. It must also be borne in mind that 
the early christians observed with equal solem- 
nity, once in each and every year, the day on 
which the most eminent saints and martyrs en- 


there appears to be no rule or order on the sub- 
ject, until the fourth century, when Constantine 
the great, by the advice of Eusebius, bishop of 
Nicomedia, passed an edict directing that Sun- 
day should be devoted to works of necessity and 
recreations. 

It is truly a matter of the gréatest astonish- 
ment, that churches “planted and watered” by 
the Apostles themselves, should not have under- 
stood the intentions of their Divine Master quite 
as well as the ambitious innovators of our own 
times; but it is the phrenzy now in vogue, that 
we daily hear from the sacred desk, sentiments 
and opinions, accompanied with denunciations 
against all such as may dissent, which would 
have made the founders of our “holy religion” 
shudder at the arrogant presumption of vain 
mortals. Let all honest men who have hereto- 
fore lent their names or influence in the further- 
ance of the ambitious views of the “Sunday 
Mail Stoppers,” s¢op and examine for themselves, 
before they connect themselves too closely with 
a most unhallowed crusade against the first prin- 
ciples of “civil and religious liberty.” 


CHRIST’S CLERGY. 

“Sirs, why do ye these things? we also are men of 
like passions with you, and preach unto you, that 
ye should turn from these vanities unto the living 
God,” &c. Acts xiv. 15. 


Paul, whose declarations we have quoted, was 
the apostle of Jesus Christ. Of that Jesus who 
condescended to eat with publicans and sinners! 
Paul’s pre-eminence consisted in hungering and 
thirstiag, in watchings and fastings, and in perils. 
Well may a humble, sincere man of this de- 
scription, exclaim, “We also are men of like 
passions with you.” Paul could lose nothing by 
this concession. There were no newspapers in 
Paul’s day, devoted to time-serving, to puff him, 
and tell of the “sacred exercises,” the “holy men,” 
their “learning and piety,” andstigmatise all who 
would not bow to them, as “infidels, ignoram- 
uses, and criminals!” 

Paul, thou wert ill-accomodated in thy time.— 
Thy vanity, if thou hadst any, had no gardener, 
and faded and drooped in the shade of seclu- 
sion, unwatered with so much as one drop of 
modern preferment.—Paul, the old_unfashiona- 
ble Paul, cared for nothing, save his Master’s 
cause. Consequently, he told the plain truth, 
and like a servant followed his true Lord, uncon- 
scious of the remarks of by-standers, unless, as 
was the case at Lystra, the honor that belonged 
to his Master, was given to himself. 

Never did I feel my incapacity more than at 
thismoment. Were La painter, I would sketch 
the outlines, and give them to the reader, of an 
ancient servant, and a modern gentleman. 

Unaffected, but by the spirit which inspired 
him, and unadorned, save by the stripes and 
bruises which he received in his numerous perils, 
Paul appeared in the streets of Lystra, the hum- 
ble and determined advocate of a despised and 
rejected cause and Master. “Like master, like 
servant,” vulgar as the proverb is, was as true in 
Paul’s day, as in any day or generation. ‘The 
Master of Paul, was the ostensible son of a car- 
penter; labored at the vocation until his minister- 
ial duties called him from the axe and the ham- 
mer, and deprived him ofa place to lay his head! 
I see this dejected man in the back ground of the 
picture. He, too, has a pre-eminence, but it is 








ded their earthly suffering; but so far as it re- 
*pects the first day of the week in particular, 


an excess of suffering and abuse, over all that 
came before, or that have followed, after him! 1 


want no guide to point me out the man, and tell, 
who are the servants and followers of one so dis- 
graced and despised. Paul, surely thou art one 
ef them; [ see no difference between thee and 
thy Lord, savethe crown of thorns, which was 
the just emblem of the charity of the world who 
planted them, and the spittle on his face and 
beard, the last and most shameful effort, save the 
blow of death, of the holy pharisees. 

My God! Is this thy Son’s retinue?’ Where 
is the gilded chariot—the liveried lackey —the 
mitred head—the costly equipage? When didst 
thou alter the regime, and decorate, as we now 
see, the professed followers and imitators of thy 
humble Son? The crown of th is exchang- 
ed for diplomas! The head r is beneath the 
lofty canopy. No stripes are > save those 
which are inflicted by the follower! .. They strike, 
but are not stricken!—Watchings give place to 
banquetings, and hunger to surfeiting. Perils, 
save those from abundance, are exchanged for 
repose, and nakedness for costly apparel. ‘The 
world lovesits own,” and none are despised, save 
those who appear in the ancient dishonorable 
garb and profession of Jesus Christ and his a- 
postles. 


Paul, how wouldst thou appear, in thy rustic 
garb, with thy stripes and rags, in the parlor of a 
New York clergyman, who, besides being a Rev- 
erend gentleman, is a Doctor of Divinity! Me- 
thinks I see thee ushered into the “great” man’s 
presence. I witnessthy astonishment. For the 
first time in thy life, thou art confused. Art thou 
the Paul that spoke at Lystra ? Where is thy 
assurance gone? I saw thee before Festus and 
Agrippa—There thy arm was stretched out— 
Thy eloquence, like thunder, echoed through the 
vaulted hall, and trembling seized the hearts of 
thy pampered auditors! But nowjthou art mute! 

Thy «ra hangs listless. Thy tongue is si- 
lent—But, I see the fire of thine eye kindlingy 
What! See! He raises his hand—He speaks! 
Hearken! He reasons of righteousness—temper- 
ance—judgment ‘Paul, thou art beside thy+ 
self!” —Gospel Herald. 








USEFUL PREACHING. 

We have not for some time, seen a more per- 
tinent truth, more pertinently illustrated, than 
the following: “A French priest, of some hu- 
mor, says—When the celebrated _ Burdelone 
preached at Rouen, the tradesmen forsook their 
shops, lawyers their clients, and physicians their 
sick ; but when I preached the next year, Iset 
all to rights again—every man minded his own 
business.” 


We have many men now—not equal to Bur- 
delone ; who seem to think it a principal point 
gained in their labors, if they can prevent people 
from minding theit ownappropriate business. If 
they can call the tradesman from his shop, the 
physician from his patients—the farmer from 
his field and the lawyer from his client, té follow 
up their 365 days’ meeting, they have done a 
most excellent duty. Unable themselves, by the 
power of their talents or the fascinations of their 
eloquence, to induce people to leave their busi- 
ness during the six daysin which they are com- 
manded to“labor and do all their work,” the pol- 
icy is to invite some scores of distant preachers 
to; with them, advertise the fact, hold a 
meeting and drum up for recruits. 

tis altogether out of the fashion now-a-days, 
for rs to preach and discharge their cleri- 







cal duties in such a manner as to cause the peo- 





ple to perform the actual duties of life —#d. 








, WATCHMAN 








From the Genius of Liberty. 

A SHORT SERMON. 

BY THE EDITOR. 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if 
these shall fall away, to renew them again unto re- 
pentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son 
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.—He- 
BREWs Vi, 4, 6. 

These words, many suppose militate against 
the; final reconciliation of all men to God, in as 
much as they understand them to teach that 
some are irrevocably consigned over to obstinate 
rebellion and-endiless sin. That in consequence 
of their apostgaey from religion, they have no 
longer anyg to repent or reform, and must, 
therefore, ed to everlasting sin and mis- 
ery. It is not @ little amusing to see how easy 
people will understand a text to favour the aw- 
ful system of unmerciful cruelty and wrath. 
Here they suppose is one text which seems to 
teach that all men cannotrepent. This is seized 
with avidity as a most precious text, full of com- 
fort, most sweetly exhilerating to the merciful 
hearts of the sanctified. No matter how many 
texts more plainly teach the universal repentance 
ofall men. No matter how many absurdities are 
involved in sucha construction of the text, aud 
no matter how manyether more rational con- 
structionsare opposed to endless wo, that is suffi- 

ient—that is the end ofall enquiry. One would 

suppose there must be something transcendantly 
fascinating—a kind of bewitching enchantment 
in the mild and blessed and peace inspiring doc- 
trine of BURNING HUMAN BEINGS FOREVER ; surely 
we would suppose there could be no desire in the 
breast of mortal man to have the doctrine true. 
All the good feelings of the human heart are 
against it. We should suppose, therefore, that 
the evidence of its truth would be admitted with 
the greatest reluctance if not with horror, and 
never admitted at all as long es it was not clear 
and indisputable.—So long asa text would admit 
of any other sense or application, we should 
suppose the mind would withhold assent, and 
even cling with deep solicitude to any other po- 
sition rather than this. And that this would 
only be admitted’ with the most heart rending 
distress, when upon full examination, there was 
no ground for brighter hopes. We cannot be 
easily convinced that Christians are so selfish, 
and so totally depraved as to be willing to have 
the doctrine true, provided they are confident of 
better things for themselves. 

We shall first present some objections to the 
popular construction of this text, and 2. We 
snall seek its correct meaning. 

1. We object to the idea that any sinner will 
ever be incapable of repentance, because, al- 
though such an idea might seem to accord suffi- 
ciently with this single passage, it is plainly con- 
tradicied by many other passages, Viz. “ Through 
the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit 
themselves unto thee. All the carth shail worship 
thee; they shall sing to thy name,” Psalms, Ixvi. 
3,4. ‘Look unto me and be ye saved, air the 
ends of the earth; for Iam God and there is none 
else, I have sworn by myself, the word has gone 
out of my mouth in righteousness and shall not re- 
turn, that unto me EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW EVERY 
TONGUE SHALL SWEAR; surely shall say IN@@BE 
Lorp have I rn1icHTEOUSNESs and sTRENGTH.” Iga. 
xiv. 22, 24. ‘* All the ends of the world shall re- 
member and turn unto the Lord; and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before thee.’ 


Psalms xxii. 27.” As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall con- 
fess to God.” Rom. xiv. 11. These are but few 
of the very many passages, which plainly teach 
that all will repent and turn to God. Now 
if St. Paul in our text intended to teach an- 
other doctrine, then the scriptures must teach 
two doctrines, and every one may have his choice. 

2. If God should ever make it impossible for 
the sinner to repent, it must be because He 
(God) prefers sin to holiness, and chooses to per- 
petuate sin rather than suffer man to repent. 

3. IfGodever makes it impossible fur the 
sinner to repent, the sinner will then be under 
no obligation to repent; for he cannot be under 
obligation to do that which is impossible. And 
of course if it is impossible for him to repent, 
and he is under no obligation to repent, it must 
be right for him to sin; or sin in him would be 
no sin at all. And as his acts could not be sinful 
they could not be punishable. 

4, If it shall ever be impossible for the sinner 
to repent, it must be because there exists no 
sufficient cause to produce repentance in him ; 
and if his punishment, whic he knows to be the 
consequence of sin be not sufficient to make him 
repent of it, it cannot be very severe. 

5. What would we think of a father, who 
should punish a child for an offence, by compell- 
ing it to continue the offence? And what good, 
great, and God-like object can our heavenly Fa- 
ther have, in making it impossible for his chil- 
dren to repent and return to him? 

6. We will now seek the true meaning of the 
text, which may be discovered by the smallest 
capacity, unbiased by the prejudices of education. 
And it appears manifest that the textmust mean 
either 1. that God himself canvot possibly renew 
those “who were once enlightened,” &c. to repen- 
tance; or 2, that they themselves cannot repent 
or, 3, that the Apostle Paul, by his labors with 
them, could not possibly renew them to repen- 
tance. 

1. With reference to the first position we 
think it evident that Paul did not‘ mean that the 
Almighty Ruler of the world could not possibly 
renew them to repentance. For the scriptures 
teach that all things are possible with God.— 
Moreover his supreme power is undisputed 
throughout the world. And all parts of nature 
shows forth the infinity and omnipotence of Je- 
hovah. We cannot think there will be contro- 
versy on this point ; but that all will admit that 
God can do any thing which does not involve in 
itself a necessary contradiction or impossibility. 
And all must, therefore, admit that God can, if 
he please, renew even the apostate Christian to 
repentance. It will be conceded that without a 
will, God cannot bring any sinner to repentance ; 
but that he can bring the apostate to repentance 
just as easy as any other person. Therefore, this 
| position must be given up, and we must pass to 
| the second. 

2. That the Apostates themselves cannot 
possibly repent. 

If man becomes incapable of repentance he 
will be no longer a moral agent, nor will he be 
under any obligation to do that which he cannot 
do, und we submit the serious question, whether 
it would not be more consistent with our views 
of the disposition and character of God, to sup- 
pose he would give the sinner a disposition to 
repent, rather than give him an inability to re- 
peut? Farther, it would seem if the Divine Being 
become satisfied with the everlasting existence 
of sin, that all good beings should be also satisfied 






















Se 
with it, and repentance being no longer the ob- 
ject of any good desire, would then cease to be a 
virtue. But for man to become incapable of re- 
pentance, he must cease to be a moral-being—he 
must eease tobe a free being—he must cease to 


be an accountable or punishable being—he must 
cease to be aman. 


3. There remains, therefore, but the last posi- 
tion which can be rationally supported, and 
which is, that Paul only meant, that it was im- 
possible for him, by his preaching to apostate 
christians, to renew them again to repentanee. 
This pious and faithful Apostle of christianity 
was speaking of his labors and ministry, and 
those who might espouse his doctrine, and feel 
the power and energy of Christ, repent and live 
in obedience to those Divine precepts for a time, 
but fall away, and thus crucify the son of God 
afresh avd put him to an open shame, by rejecting 
the cause they had espoused and loved. The 
Apostle seems to thittk, #hint as he had once 
preached repentance tuto them, and had once 
been instrumental in bringing them through re- 
pentance to the love and enjoyment of the Gospel, 
and as they had once tasted the saving bread of 
God, and the prelibations ef a glorious immor- 
tality, if they should fall away, it would be im- 
possible for him to add any thing to what he had 
already said to them on that subject, omto bring 
them back again to the faith and fellowship of 
the gospel. Therefore, he opens thé subject in 
these words, “therefore, leaving the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfec- 
tion, not laying again the folindation of repen- 
tance from dead works and of faith towards God.” 
He then proceeds to give the words of our text 
as the reason why he would go on, and not lay 
again the foundation of repentance, because it 
was impossible (for him by preaching) to renew 
them, &c. 

It was impossible for him, because he could 
add nothing to what they already knew on that 
subject; and now after they had been once en- 
lightened into the divine and glorious principles 
of our Saviour’s moral kingdom; after they had 
tasted the riches ofa Father’s love,and had sweet- 
ly anticipated the incorruptible joys of his glori- 
ous kingdom, if they would now turn to the beg- 
garly elements of the world and renounce these 
heavenly hopes and joys for the paltry pleasures 
and evanescent follies of sin, he could have no 
hope to reclaim them. But we cannot suppose 
this apostle meant that the Almighty Sovereign of 
the universe could not warm their hearts and 
bring them again to “look on him they pierced 
and mourn,” for he has declared that “ every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to 
the glory of God the Father.” Let this text, then 
be understood in accordance with reason, with 
the Seriptures generally, and with its context; 
and it involves no absurdity, but clearly corres: 
ponds with the adorable character of our heav- 
enly Father, and all his merciful designs; with 
all the vast and ardent desires of Divine human- 
ity. So that notwithstanding this text, we maf 
all have hope in God, and a triumphant faith in 
the final renovation of the moral universe, and 
the purity, glory and immortality of the intelli- 
gent creation. Amen. 





’ TROUBLE IN THE CAMP. 
THREATENED Scuism in the Presbyterian 
Church —The New-York. Observer of the 7th, 


contains a Circular Letter, signed by Dr. Asbell 














Green and six other leading menshers of the 
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Presbyterian a (constituing a self-created 


“Central Committee,”) addressed to Commit- 
tees of the different Synods. ‘The nature of ex- 
isting difficulties may be inferred from the short 
extracts made from the Circular. The schism 
eommenced by the call and settlement of Mr 
Barnes, several years ago, over'a Presbyterian 
Chureh in Philadelphia. He had published a 
sermon containing ductrinal views in accordance 
with the New-Haven School; views of man’s a- 


bility, not contained in Calvin’s Institutes, and | 


which are deemed an essential departure from 
ahe orthodox faith. Dr. Cox of New York, and 
many other eminent divines, now support the 
«loctrines contained in Mr Barnes’Sermon. Dr 
Green of Princeton, Dr Woods of Andover, Dr 
Tyler and others as strenuously oppose. 

[ Extracts from the Crecunar. | 

“The General Assembly was dissolved with- 
out carrying iato effect the most injudicious of 
those measures which had been projected, and 
one of which—the entiré change of the mission- 
ary board—had been propesed and urged. ‘Thus 
another year is afforded-us to live under the un- 
mutilated standards and institutions of the church 
in which we were born and nurtured. But this 
is the last year, it is our solemn conviction, in 
which our church will remain without essential 
changegmupiess her children shall be roused to a 
sense 0 ir danger, and call into vigorous ac- 
tion their united energies in her defence. 

“ We cannot pretend to give a detail of the 
proceedings of that Assembly; but having been 
near and attentive observers of them, we are pre- 
pared to say, that the spirit and purpose une- 
quivocally manifested by a majority of the mem- 
bers did impress on our minds the conviction— 
that our Theological Seminaries are in danger 
of being revolutionized, and perverted from the 
intention of their orthodox founders; that the prop- 
erty and endowments of our church are in danger 
of passing, for application and disposal, into the 
hands of those who have contributed little, if any 
thing, to their amount; that our doctrinal stan- 
dards are in danger, either of total disregard, or 
<f a revision and alteration that will essentially 
changetheir character; that our supreme ecclesi- 
astical judicatory is in danger of being controlled 
by delegates unconstitutionally appointed and 
commissioned, and destitute of every legal claim 
to membership; and finally, that our Boards of 
Education and of missions, are in danger of be- 
ing wrested from the hands of those who wish to 
make them the sources of supply to the wants of 
our church in an uncorrupt state, and of being 


rendered subsidiary to the plans and purposes of 


voluntary associations, subject to no ecclesiastical 
responsibility, and adopting no formula of faith 
by which their religious tenets may be ascer- 
tained. 


“But although we believe, dear brethren, that 


our beloved Zion is indanger, and that the dun-, 


ger is exceedingly imminent, yet we are far from 
thinking her situation hopeless. Our peril, we 
verily believe, arises chiefly from the want, in 


dhe sound part of the church, of a due sense of 


the danger which exists; and a consequent secu- 
rity—apathy may we not call it—while those 
who are seeking to innovate, are all life and en- 
ergy, prompt and united in their measures and 
movements, and combindllt ‘in their operations, 
We have not a doubt that if the orthodox part 
of our church had been as fully represented in 
the last Assembly as its opposers were, the ma- 
Jority would have been witkes and not with them, 
and when we consider the interposition of God's 


good Providence—for to this it must be ascribed 
to save us from fatal innovations for another year, 
we cannot but consider the language of the dis- 
pensation to be— ‘You shall have another year 
to make it manifested, whether you have a suffi- 
cient love to the pure and holy truths of your 
Confession of Faith and Catechism, and to the 
sacred institutions of your fathers, to awake to 
their defence and preservation; or whether, with 
listless indifference you will suffer them to be in- 
vaded and destroyed, and you and your children 
deprived forever of a birthright, which you ought 
to value more than life itself.” 

“ Should it be found in the General Assem- 
bly of 1832 that every orthodox commissioner, 
minister and elder—is in his place, we have not 
a doubt that the formularies, government, insti- 
tutions, and endowments of our church will be 
preserved; but we shall not be surprised if they 
shall all be swept away, or materially changed, 
if the neglect in attendance shall be as great in 
the coming year as in that which is past.” 


BAPTISM. 

We read of but one Baptist of old, and he came 
before Christ to prepare the way for him. He 
was called a Baptist because he washed the body 
with water, typifying by that the spiritual work 
of Jesus Christ. That as he (John) baptized or 
washed the body, so Jesus would wash or cleanse 
the mind and purify mankind from mortal pollu- 
tion: John said “I baptize with water; but 


the gospel.” Cor. i. 17. He also says there is 
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism,” Ephs. iv. 5- 
This one baptism must be the baptism of Jesus 
Christ, and not of John. We think Paul used 
the term in the above sense inthe following pas- 
sages. “ For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Christ have put on Christ,” Gal. iii.27- 
“Know ye not that as many’ gf us as were bap- 
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death.” Rom. vi. 3.—But enough is said to show 
that we believe in the baptism of John (the Bap- 
tist) as an ordinance designed to introduce typi- 
cally the bap:ism of Jesus Christ. But John has 
decreased, and Jesus has increased. We would, 
therefore, let others be followers of John if they 
willyand have the shadow, ee we would 
choose to be followers of C and have the 
substance.— Genius of Liberty. 


CONSOLATION IN AFFLICTION. 
“Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve 
them alive: and let thy widows trust in me. “Jer- 

emiah xlix. 1]. 

“« Are any afflicted, letthem pray; —for what* 
For misery? For grief?’ The heart is already 
surcharged. For consolation, then. Shall they 
pray in faith? A contrary petition would be only 
a recapitulation of their wrongs, and an accusa- 
tion arrayed against the being who occasioned 
or permitted them. And it would be a just one, 
\1f an injury were done; and a wretched prospect 








there standeth one among you whom ye know| for redress from a being so cruel as to intend 
not. He it is, who coming after me, is preferred | and execute one. Isitthe aggressor, to whom we 
before me.” John i, 26,27. Again, “This is he | apply for judgment and justice? Never! "Tis 
of whom I said, after me cometh a man which the merciful and the humane, who are expected 
is preferred before me, for he was before me. | to sympathise in our afflictions, and grant assis- 
And { knew him not, but that he should be made |tance in time of need. Who so able to help, as 
manifest to Israel, Therefore I come baptizing | an Almighty God? Who so ready to help, as the 
with water.” John 1.30, 31. Again,“ 1 indeed | God of Love? And who so wise in his choice’of 
baptize you with water unto repentance, but he| seasons aad method of binding up the broken 
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose | hearted, as Him, whose wisdom isinfinité? Who 
shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize| wounds but to heal; and kills but to make alive? 
you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Matthew! “ Father of mercies,” it is to thee, then, and to 
iii. 11. Avain he says,‘* He must increase, but} thee alone,that the sufferershould go ‘or consola- 
I must decrease,”—Jolin iii. 30. tion. Hast thouafflicted? Then it was for good. 

The above passages convince us that John, as| It was the “ rod of a Father, and not the sword 
the precurser of the Messiah, introduced water|of a destroying foe!” “I know that thy judg- 
baptism, to prefigure to the world, that spirtual/ ments are right, and that thow in faithfulness hast 
baptism, with which Jesus should cleanse his | afflicted me;” should be the humble and contrite 
disciples in the coming dispensation. The prim-| prayer, of the confiding sufferer. Thy wisdom 
itive christians or disciples practiced that ordi-| saw but what thy powerexecuted: and thy good- 
nance in some cases, probably, to show their ap-| ness prompted thee to wound that thou might 
probation of the dispensation of John. But we) beal. To kill, that thou might make alive! The 
are ignorant of the fact that any of the Apostles| imperfection of our vision prevents our penetra- 





or Jesus himself ever recommended it as a Chris-| ting into the counsels wisdom, and mar- 
|tian ordinance. t will be replied that Jesus com-| king, with thy precision, foment, when thy 
manded his disciples to preach and “baptize in| chastening hand, in | sever the cord 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ;”| of human life, and re he ve back to 
but it may be remarked, th: t the word in which| his kindred dust. But thow 

we have printed, in Italicks abeve, is not ex inj Spirits,—the Creator of our 











ithe original Greek, which signifies in; but it is} viour of our souls. “Thou art 
cis, which more literally siguifles into—Hence | we thy offspring —Thow the potter 
the passage would read “baptizing them into the | clay.—Thou hast made us, and not We ourselves.” 
name of the Father.” &c. As the word baptize | Thy wisdom should silence ouFiggorance. Thy 
signifies to wash, to immerse, &c. We thick§our; power preside, and not our imp@tence. And thy. 
Saviour used the term rather figuratively, and| goodness order ali things ; torthewlovest with an 






meant that they should preach the Gospel to the 
nations who were ignorant of God and his Son ; 
and thus bring them to a knowledge of Salvation, 
and into the Spirit, precepts and principles of the 
Christian dispensation. And indeed, in this 
manner, they might be instrumental in bringing 
about their sanctification from sin. So that we 
cannot see, that Jesus ever commanded his Apos- 
tlesto baptize with water baptism. And Paul 
says,“ I was not sent to baptize, but to preach 





everlasting love; and as far exteédest our affec- 
tion, as the east is distant from the west. 
Whatever may be the present consequence of 
the distrusts of ignorance—the fears of impotence 
and the misgivings of error, the dawn of a never- 
-ending day will dispel them all, and prove to 
congregated worlds, that “the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our,God, and 
of his Christ.” Then, there will be no father- 
less nor widows—for Thou wilt be all, and in 
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all! No tears nor griefs—for Thou, O God, wilt 
have wiped them from f 

* O worship the Tord inte Squty of holiness; 
fear before him, all the earth.” —Gospel Herald. 





Piety, charity, forbearance, participation of 
pains and pleagures, goodness of heart, reputation 
and truth ;—these are sources of friendship. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 
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[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN. ] 


EXPERIENCE OF A UNIVERSALIST, 
IN “LETTERS TO A FRIEND. 





SS SeLETTER 11. 

Deer Frien@: . 

Perhaps you are ready to ask the 
question, ‘“ how came you by this seriousness and what 
awakened you-—do you not think it was the special 
interposition of the spirit of God, convincing you of the 
awtul situation in which you stood, and warning you 
to fiee from the endless wrath of God—from eternal 
ruin?” I shall answer you thus. I shall tell you wha 
i think it was mot—then, what I think it was. Ist. I 
shink it was not the spirit of God warning me to flee 
from his wrath and from eternal ruin. For I do not be- 
lieve that the spirit of God was ever the immediate a- 
gent in leading one single man, woman or child to be- 
lieve in endless punishment. Mark what I say—for you 
may call it a bold assersion ; but I cannot—IJ dare not, 
take itback. Yet, I then felt as if it were a fact that I 
was exposed to this ruin. But I have not the least idea 
that my gracious Father in heaven ever gave his sanc- 
tion to such a belief. But 2nd, [ will tell you what 
spirit I believe it was. I believe it was the spirit of 
that Orthodoxy which came forth in such profuse tor- 
rents, such fiery blasts, and high sounding acclamations 
from the mouth of Mr. C——. And I believe further, 
that I a fit subject to drink it in. I had never 
tho ‘on the subject with any degree of earnestness, 


- 


and Waving an admiration for eloquence, I was very ea-| 


sily “taken captive at will” by the preaching of Mr. 
C—. Besitles, only look at it—the great cry was that 
a powerful revival had commenced—that the spirit of 
the Lord was in the place, and that souls were daily 
bowing beneath its influence, and embracing the offers 
of pardon. And witnessing as I did the train which he 
drew after him—of some good men, but more women, es- 
pecially young ladies, some of whom were quite forward 
in lavishing their pious remarks on me ; add to this my 
desire to be as respected as others in my associate circle, 
and to hold communion with them. It needs but a small 


aequamtance with the human heart to see what awaken- 
ed me. If you say that this was not a real awakening, 


but that I enly had my passions worked up—my imagin- 
ation heated, and that it was not truly the work of the 
Lord, I am exactly agreed with you, and believe that ev- 
ery soul was awakened in just the same way under 
the preaching of that man. Yes, my friend, I have often 
heard it remarked in your hearing by others who be- 
lieve as you do, that Mrs. A, B, and C, had greatly fall- 
en away since the revivai—that they were as dressy as 
ever—and appeared to love the world as well as usual— 
und all this after they had joined the Church! But this 
amounts to but little. I only name it solemnly to assure 
you that after the heat of a revival is over, Christians 
are as apt to falldnto a drowsy, state as any one else; 
and moreover, that I consider such a revival as was got 
up by Mr. C , and such ones as are now going on in 
many parts of the country, as being no more the work 
of the Lord, than it was his work in burning Servetus 
or John Rodgers. But that they are the work of men— 
human beings like myself, and that their object, yes, 
their ostensible object is—to make proselytes. For this 
they “compass sea and land.” Think me not beside my- 








self. ‘I amnot mad, but speak the words of truth and 
sobe rnerness.”” 

But as I have been zealous in support of error, I am 
determined to be equally zealous in support of truth, be- 
lieving that he to “ whom much is given, of him much 
is required,” yea, that as I had much forgiven, I should 
like Mary love much—-that like Saul of Tarsus I 
was once a persecutor of the believers, yet now I feel 
myself proud in being found among them, and of bearing 
reproach for the gospel’s sake, counting all these but 
filth and dross for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord. It will be of no avail to salute 
my ears with such sounds as these—‘* Keep your doc- 
trine still if you believe it, and don’t for heaven’s sake 
try to propagate it. You are very unwise to think of 
ever being a preacher ; it is too bold a step to take—too 
aspiring—besides all your best friends are against it, and 
many say you are a fool for attempting it. You are too 
respectable to class with such a set of wicked abomina- 
ble offscourings as the Universalists. are made up of, &c- 
&e.” Now this is what I call friendly slander, and let 
ten thousand of such remarks come rushing into my ears, 
I shall heed them not. Perhaps it may never be my lot 
to preach the gospel publicly, and perhaps it may—be 
that as it will, 1 am now and trust I always shall be rea- 
dy to give to every man that asketh “a reason for the 
hope that is within me.” And whether I talk of it to a 
friend in the house, or work-shop, or field, or hold it 
from the sacred desk, I shall feel the same interest in the 
cause and endeavor heartily to persuade (not drive) eve- 
ry honest enquirer into my belief. Willing at all times 
if I amin error to be corrected by the tender voice of 
persuasive reasoning. 

I will now close my long epistle, which I have writ- 
ten for your sake and for my own. I am perfectly will- 
ing every friend of mine should read it, and as they read 
would ask them to send forth their prayers for its teeble 
writer. But whatever may be your opinion of the pres- 
ent views of its author, you will at least set him down 
as having an honest heart, and one that will ever enter. 
tain towards you the highest sentiments of respect and 
esteem. Yours 

Affectionately, J. G. A. 


PLAGIARISM. 
Brotuer Bet. ; 

{ discovered in your paper of Sept. 10, an 
article on the “Book or Common Prayer,” cred- 
ited to the “Ancuor.” I suppose you allude to 
a periodical published in the State of New-York 
by two of our worthy Brethren in the ministry. 
But 1 have never seen that paper, and can, there- 
fore judge of its merits only by the high recom- 
mendation it receives from others. Of one thing, 
however, I am convinced, viz. that its Editors 
are sometimes imposed upon by Plagiarists. The 
article to which I alluded above, was undoubted- 
ly taken from the “Curistian InreLiicEncer, of 
December 4, 1824,” published and edited by me 
at Portland. As asuitable rebuie on the pretend- 
ed author of the peace on the Book of Common 
Prayer, you are requested to publish the original 
article as it appeared inthe Intelligencer. The 
writer of this would be careful to mention, that 
he attaches no blame to the worthy editors of the 
“Anchor,” nor would he name such a trifling 
imposition, did he not discover an increasing in- 
clination in some persons, somewhere, to palm upon 
the public numerous articles as their own, which 
are as manifest imitations of pieces we published, 
years ago, as the one now named. Should any 
remarks be made in reply to these friendly sug- 
gestions, in the “Anchor,” we hope to be furnish- 
ed with the paper containing them. 

From the Curistian INTELLIGENCER, Dec. 4, 1824. 
“A neighbor and friend, for whom we entertain. 


WATCHMAN, REPOSITORY AND CHRONICLE. 


long since, whether the editor of the Intelligen- 
cer is tobe classed among modern. Universalists, 
or hell-Redemptionists, as they used to be called ; 
and concluded by saying that, if any being ever 
went to hell and came out again, he should be a 


cessity of laborious investigation, we have thought 
proper to present him the following extract from 
the Articles of Religion, in the Book of Common 
Prayer: 


“Art. ILI. Of the Going down of Christ into hell. 


“As Curist died for us, and was’ buried; so 
ALSO is itto be BELrEvend that he went down into 
Het.” 

‘Here it is plainly asserted, not only that Christ 


into Hell. Now to attempt an accommodation 
of this Article, by saying, he went to the place of 
departed spirits, betrays the weakness of the cause 
which renders such an evasion necessary; be- 
cause, if Jesus went tothe place of happy de- 
parted spirits, then the word fell is employed to 
deceive the reader ; since it would mean the same 
as heaven! ‘Therefore, ateording to the 5d Ar- 
ticle of the Episcopalian doctrine, either Jesus 
Christ is now in hell, the place of the damned, 
or one being, at least, who went there, has come 
outagain. ‘Which will our friend prefer—to re- 
nounce the doctrine of the Church, or embrace 
Universalism? We discover no other aiterna- 
tive. 

“The reader may imagine, perhaps, that we 
have misunderstood the phrase, went into hell, 
and think that no Protestant divine would main- 
tain the doctrine which we attribute to Episco- 
palians. But we can show him his mistake.— 
John Calvin was an open advocate for the suffer- 
ings of Christ in hell. Speaking of the death of 
Christ, he says, (Inst. lib. 11. Sec. XI.) “Noth- 
ing would have been done by the mere death of 
Christ, ifhe had not also afterwards descended in- 
to hell, where he sustained the death which is 
inflicted by an angry God for the wicked.”” Here, 
Calvin, is more to the point than the “Book of 
Common Prayer.” For, according to his doc- 
trine, Jesus not only “assumed the character of 
a guilty person,” but he actually suffered the 
pains of the damned in Hell, and ascended from 
thence to Heaven. Here is proof strong as Ho- 
ly Writ, to many, that one being has suffered the 
vengeance of an angry God, even in hell, and 
been made perfectly happy. What sort of 
Redemptionist was Calvin? Now, although we 
ask no man to profess our doctrine on such slen- 
der evidence as the testimony of John Calvin 
and the Prayer Book, yet we solicit the inquirer 
to show, if he can, wherein we have misconstrued 
his words, or those of the authors above quo- 
ted.” 

Such was the article on Christ’s redemption 
from hell, when it appeared in its true original 
character. And, it is submitted to all the read- 
ers of the Warcuman, who will be at the trouble 
of comparing it with what you published from 
the “Anchor,” in your paper of the 10th = 
whether it was made better by omitting the fir 
part, and slightly altering the rest. R. 8. 
Shirley, Sept. 22, 1831. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 
While old Priest ER, of Claremont, (N. 
H.) was Rector of thé: Episcopalian Church in 









that place, he preached @ Sermon which had 
been printed and circulated there, some fifty 
ears before, by another author. ‘As he was vis- 





sentiments of undissembled respect, inquired, not 


iting round in the course of the week, and get 


Universalist too. Therefore, to preclude the nes. - 





died and was buried, but, also, that he went down ° 
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ting good dinners, Barber fell in company with 
an aged matron who highly complimented him 
for his ““despert good s t.” And the Priest, 
fattening upon her ap; tion, (and plumb-pud- 
dings) inquired, why the old lady was so highly 
pleased.—** Why was I go derribly pleased,” said 
she, “why, because I could. understand every 
word ont. I remembered it all just as well as 
my knitting work, 1 have read it over and over, 
while smoking my old pipe, more than a hundred 
times; and here, (handing it to him) if it ant 
smoked up so you cant see it, you can see it is 
the same, word for word.” 

The old Priest adjusted his spectacles, and 
taking close sight, began to read aloud; but ap- 
peared to be rather choked for utterance. How- 
ver, after glancing his eyes over a few para- 
graphs, he adroitly exclaimed ;—‘‘Why, really, 
rea'ly Madam, itis very singular that two Divines 
should not only happen to take the same,text, but 
also employ the same words in expounding it. J 
think we must have been inspired, Ma-am.” The 
good old believer was fully satisfied, and said she 


thought just so too. R. S. 
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TRELAND. 

We quote the following affecting passage from 
a letter in the Tipp2frary Free Press, respecting 
the famine in Mayo and Galway, which is ad- 
dressed to Earl Grey. The writer is a gentle- 
man named M’Hale. After detailing at some 
length the appearance of the wretched peasants 
who daily crowd the public roads, in their way 
tothe provision depots, in search of food for them- 
selves and their families. Mr. M’Hale goes on 
to say—* There was one in particular whose 
mean as well as fainting appearance, attracted 
my attention; a feeble woman with a child on 
her breast, who came to get a meal for a family 
of seven little children. She left them ‘n the 
morning without breaking her own or their fast; 


three miles, with her Jittle bag empty, and wildly 


eries of her famishing children. 'She literally 
reminded me of the words of the prophet, ‘The 
littles ones, lowked for bread, and there was gone 
to break it.’ 


vbether she would not have perished on the way. 


in the world ! 
The harvest promises to be abundant. 


vallies:— 


and she was now totiering home, a distance of 


asking those around her how she,eould meet the 


And had I not afforded her the 


means of relief, I doubt from her appearance, 


Add yet these harrowing scenes of distress are of 
perpetual occurrence in a country which finds 
means to support the richest, largest, and most 
disproportionate Protestant church establishment 


Taunper S1orms.—The following general in- 
ferences have been made by Count de ‘Triston, 
respecting the progress and intensity of thunder 
storms iv plain countries, intersected by shallow 


Thunder storms are attracted by forests.— 
When one arrives at a forest, if it be obliquely, 
it glides along it; if directly, or if the forest be 
narrow, it is turned from its direction, if the for- 
est be broad, the tempest may be totally arrested. 

. Whenever a forest being in a path of a thunder 
storm, tends. to turn it aside, the velocity of the 
storm seems retarded, and its intensity is aug- 
mentod. A.thunder cloud which is arrested by a 
forest, exhausts itself along it, or if it passes over, 


is greatly weakened. When a larger mver or 
valley is nearly parallel to the course of a thun- 
der storm, the latter follows its direction; but the 
apdroach of a wood, or the somewhat abrupt 
turn of the river or valley makes it pass off. A 
thunder cloud attracts another which is at no 
great distance, and causes it to deviate from its 
course, and there is reason to believe that thé 
action is reciprocal in both clouds. A cloud at- 
tracted by a larger one accelerates its motion, 
as it approaches the principal cloud.—When 
here is an affluent cloud, committing ravages it 
tsometimes suspends them onthe approaching 
principal mass, which is perhaps in consequence 
of the acceleration of its course; but after the u- 
nion, the evil generally imereases. 

In France, where the Count pursued his ob- 
servations, twenty-one thunderstorms whose 
course he could distinctly scan, came from N. 
N. W. to’ 8S. S. W.—nor did he remark. that 
any destructive thunder storms came from any 
other points off the horizon. 


A clerical joke. Dr. Griffin, celebrated for 
orthodoxy and hot preaching, happening one 
morning to take breakfast with some ofthe more 
liberal creed, remarked that the coffee had a 
singular taste. ‘The rest of the company could 
discover nothing but the flavour of the bean. 


was sure it had the “taste of sulphur.” “J think,” 
facetiously retorted his brother in black, “that 
the coffee is good enough, but you have not got 
the taste out of your mouth since last Sunday.” 





Fruitrut Setriers.—In one vessel lately 
arrived at this port from Havre, came 26 Ger- 
man or Swiss families; consisting of the par- 


whom 28 or 14 pairs are Twins; and of the 
Twins, six pairs are the production of three 
families. The following are their ages: 1 pair 
4 years; 1 pair 10 years, (same family) 1 pair 
2 3-4; 1 pair 4 3-4; (another family) 1 pair 1 
year; 1 pair 4 years; (3rd family) Ist pair 1 
male and 1 female; 2d pair both females; 3d 
pair, both males; 4th, 1 male, 1 female; 5th 
and 6th pairs all females. Of tlte 14 pairs 5 
were all male; 5 pairs were female, and 4 pairs 
were male and female.» Three other vessels 
from the same place had each two pairs, and 
one @ther vessel four pair on board. 
Philadelphia Paper. 





& 

PuitapetrHia, Oct. 3.—High Constable 
Blayney reached home on Friday last, having 
in his charge the noted Lino Amelia Eposy 
Mine, charged with forgery, and strongly sus- 
pected of the murder of Dr. William Chapman, 
of Andalusin. A more impudent impostor has 
perhaps never appeared in any country. He 
had contrived to introduce himself into some 
respectable fmailies in Boston, and on the very 
day of his arrest, had effected an arrangement 
with a merchant for the advance of $9,000 on 
a forged letter of credit. While in custody at 
Boston, and of the journey here, his assurance 
never deserted him a moment. Before the 
Mayor of this city, he persisted in affirming 
his hig birth and pretensions as the son of a 
Mexi¢an Grandee. It was not untill five offi- 
cersjof our Penitentiary had recognized him 
asan old acquantance recently discharged from 
their-care, that he acknowledge himself to be 
+ a Armentarius, convicted of larceny in 
the Mayor’s Court on the 17th March, 1830, 








The Dr. once more applied his gustatories, and | 


ents and 103 children of various ages; of 









on the very dayr 
he made his first 
laid the foundation o 
whichhad followed that 


: 





' SUMMARY. 

The President has lately been seriously indisposed,—so 

much so, as to require the attendance of three physicians— 
but he become convaléscent, and has rode out. 


An arrival at Portland from Lisbon, furnishes the news 
that on the 24th or 25th of bes a regiment of the King’s 
troops revolted in that city—killed their officers, marched 
to the public square, disarmed the police, giving their arms 
to the rabble, and proclaimed the constitution—but Don 
Miguel mastered what troops he could, surrounded the re- 
volters, fired into them from every avenue—killed fron: 
three to four hundred, captured the rest, and threw them 
into some prison ships in the harbor. 


Some of the southern papers say that Nat, the fomenter 
of the Southampton murders, has been captured in a swamp, 
and lodged in a county jail. 

The-Montmorency mills, near Quebec, said to be the 
largest establishment of the kind in America, were lately 
| destroyed by fire. Loss estimated at $80,000. ? 


| The Messrs. Harpers, of New York, are about to repub- 
lish the ‘British Spy,’? with a portrait and biographical 
sketch of the author, Wm. Wirt, Esq. the anti-masonie 
candidate for the Presidency. 

The schooner Cold Souse, lately arrived at Norfolk, from 
Little Alligator, N. C. through the Dismal_ Swamp Canal. 
freighted with shingles, flaxseed, and beeswax. : 


The Barnstable Patriot states, that the c of the ship 
Uncas, of Falmouth, recently returned from the Pacific hat 
been sold for $32,000, paying her outfits, the cost of the 
ship, and all the expenses of the voyage. Vegse} valued at 
$26,000. The quantity of oil issaid to have nearly ex- 
— that.of any cargo before brought into the United 
States. 


The ninety-birth day of Mr. Cha’s Carrol, the only sur- 
viving signer of the Declaration of Independence, was com- 
memorated on the 20th ult. by numerous friends inmhe vi- 


cinity of his residence, who paid their respects to binwae 
that day. a 








The editor will preach at Corinth on the 4th 
of the present month. 






Erratum in our last.—On the 188 pagegfi 
4th line in the 3d resolve of the General nve 
stead of consistent it should be inconsistent. 





oan — err nr ne —— 


MARRIED, 
In Bethel, Mr. Lewis Ranpatu, of Pike, N Y. te Miss 
MeFcisba Laturop, of Bethel. 
In Royalton, Mr. E. P. Nevens, Merchant, to Miss Jud 
Dix, both of Royalton. 
In Norwich, Mr. Samuer Partrripee, 2d. to Miss Ma- 
TILDA Lewis, danghter of the late Doct. Lewis, of Waterbu- 





try. 
| . In Plymouth, Sept. 25th, Mr. Ww. Ciarx, of Troy, N. Y- 
| to Miss RenEcca Wuitcoms, of Plymouth. ; 
| At Wells River, on the 8th ult. Capt. Hiram Tracy, mer- 
| chant, to Miss Janz E. Suepp, Daughter of T. Shedd, Esc. 
| of the same place. 

In Stowe, Mr. Ezra Dutton, to Miss Hutpan G. Dar- 
LING, formerly of this town. : 








DIED, » 
In Stowe, Sept. 17, Miss Mercy C. Besson, aged 22. 
Iu Morristown, Sept. 18, Mr. Ertsua Herrick, Esq. (4. 
In ‘Lempster, on the 8th inst. of a lingering consumption , 
Capt. Usesus Siiuspr, aged 78 years. He died as he lived 
in the firm belief of the final restoration of all.men to holines« 
and happiness in a future state. And although a member of the 
Congregational Church in this town for inany years, yet bis be- 
nevolent heart, and extensive knowledge of the scriptures, would 
| not permit him to doubt that all would” eventually be restored to 
a state of sinless perfection. His opinion was formed by a faith- 
ful and prayerful study of the holy scriptures, even before he ever 
heard the doctrine of Universal Salvation proclaimed. Fn his 
life, was evinced the happy effect of pure religion on the heart. 
As a citizen and neighbor, uo person could say aught agaiust 
him. Universally beloved by all his a¢quaintances, their tears 
are commingled with those of his much respected and amiable 
companion, whom he has left to mourn his loss. [Printers in 
New Hampshire and New York, are requested, §e.] 
CoMMUNICATED 














POETRY. 





[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN. ]. 
Proof of the Existence and Adorable Attributes 
of Jehovah, drawn from his Works. 
Is there a God in earth and heaven ? 
Is this a truth to mortals given ? 
let nature’s voice an answer give; 
Aad all this evidence receive, 
The warbling train at first we'll hear,— 
They speak in accents sweet and clear. 
Who taught us how to soar on high? 
To lift our wings and reach the sky ? 
In joyful melody to sing ? 
Surely ’tis God—’tis natures King. 
Next cheerful flocks and herds, in turn, 
This great and glorious truth confirm. 
The many waters utter loud 
And silently, a reigning God. 
Could chance our channels all supp! 
Continually ? the streams reply : 
Who taught us all to know our head? 
Why hive we not from ocean fled ? 
Nought but a power divine, could teach 
Us how, its distant bounds to reach. 
The Ocean too, in language strong, 
Doth this delightful theme prolong: 
Why should I feedthe clouds with rain, 
And rivers too, through hidden veins ? 
Could J with life and food supply 
. Brne fish that in my besom lic? 
s% ould.careless chance so wise control 
+ waves that o’er my surface roll ? 
taught me certain bounds to keep ? 
nddivine that rules the deep. 
ghélit the earth there is a sound 
That speaks Jehovah’s name around. 
The sylvan groves, the verdant plains, 
Mountains and hills, in silent strains, ‘ 
Recks, herbs, and flowers, proclaim abroad 
The existence of a Mighty God. 
The firmament this truth declares, 
And opens wide a volume fair ; 
Where characters of sun bright hue 
Are written on their leaf of bluc ; 
So plainly wrought, that savage eyes 
View the “Great Spirit” in the skies ; 
And more enlighted nations read 
The heart-convincing truths they plead. 







Then as a God doth surely reigr, 

W hat attriflltes does he sustain ? 

is he a God supremely kind ? 

Of tender mercy, love divine ? 

Does he on all his blessings spread ? 
Does wisdom crown the living Head ? 

Is he a God of’ purity ? 

We'll search his wond’rous works and see . 
‘The moon that ne’ér forgets to run 

Her nightly course, and faithful sun 

That light and life impart to earth, 

His wisdom, love, and power show forth ; 
And by their free, impartial rays, 

His goodness, infinite, displays. 


Proclaim his mercy, and his love. 





Successive day endnight dectare 
. His mercy kind, his:tender care ; 
“And food, that earth successive yields, 
Shows that his goodness never fails. 
+, If goodness, mercy, wisdom, love, 
»» Dwell hot in Him who reigns above, 
Then nature would present a scene 
* Of horror, wretchedness and pain. 
Earth would not yield her sweet increase, 
The rolling season too, would cease. 
The sun would hide his cheering head , 
And all would sink among the dead. 
But He who sits enthroned above, 
Is God of merey and of love ; 
His tender care encircles all, 
He witnesses each sparrow’s fall. 
The God in bible truths reveal’d, 
Is not in nature’s works conceal’ ; 
Both prove his attributes the same, 


Which love and adoration claim. HANNAH. 





[Selected.} 


THE VOICE OF NATURE, 


*T was on a cliff whose rocky base 
Baflled the briny wave, 

Whose cultur’d height its verdant store 
To many a tenant gave. 


A mother, led by rustic cares, 
Had wander’d with her child— 
Unwean’d the babe, yet on the grass 
He frolick’d and he smil’d. 


With what delight the mother glow’d 
To mark her infant joy— 

How oft would pause amid her toil 
To view her beauteous boy. 


At length by other cares estrang’d, 
Her thoughts the child forsook— 

Careless he wander’d o’er the grass, 
Nor drew his mother’s look. 


Crop’d was each flower that caught his eye, 
When wand’ring o’er the green ; 

He sought the clift's uncertain edge, 
And pleas’d survey’d the scene. 


*T was then the mother from her toil 
Turn’d to behold her child— 

The urchin gone! her cheek was flash’d— 
Her wand’ring eye was wild. 


She saw him on the cliff’s rade brink, 
Now careless peeping o’er, 

He turn’d and on his mother smil’d, 
‘Phen sported as before. 


Sank was her voice, *t was vain t0 fly, . 
*T was vain the brink to brave, * 

Oh! Natare it was thine‘alone % 
To prompt the means to save: 


She tore her ’kerchief from her breast, 
And laid her bosom bare ; 

He saw, delighted left the cliff, 
And sought the banquet there. 





Aviary or Sournern Birnps.—We visited a 
few days since, an Aviary of native birds, and 
were delighted to witness the apparent success 
with which the efforts of the proprietor were 
attended. Thebirds were all lively, and show- 
ed by their looks and motions a degree of con- 
tentment with their barred prison, which would 
scarcely be expected from that portion of them 
which had received a sylvan education. Great 
soe provelles among the different species 
which had been put together. The only in- 
stance of disorder which had been remarked 
among them, was a propensity on the part of 


‘\the blue jays to destroy the eggs of the other 


The seasons daily as they move, 


birds. 


Of those which had been bred, .were the 





Ring Dove, and the common Dove of our 
country. The nee was likewise sitting. 
There is nothing remarkable in the case of the 
Ring Dove, but that the common Dove and 
Partridge, taken wild and full grown, should 
have been tamed almost to the 
mission of the common fowl, is certainly a cu- 
tious fact in Natural History. We have known 
instances of the breeding of Partridges when 
the old ones had been raised from the egg, but 
never of those caught wild. Other experi- 
ments in another season we have no doubt will 
show, that other Birds, like the Dove and 
Partridge may be tamed, or at any rate made 
to throw off their wild habits, so far as to breed 
with the same regularity that they do in the 
woods, The Partridge is particularly worthy 
the attempt, and if continued experiment should 


tamed, what a valuable addition would it 
length make to the tenantry of the barn yard. 
he collection embraced a variety of spe- 
cies, consisting of Thrushes, Non Pareils, 
Ring-Doves, Turtle-Doves, Partridges, Blue 
Gross Beaks, Bulfinches, Blue-Jays, Sparrows, 
Cat-Birds, Mocking-Birds, Redbirds and the 
Red Winged Blackbird. 
We are glad that we have an individual 
whose attention has been drawn to the study 
of our Birds, and we hope by similar and equal- 
ly successful exertions among others, that Or- 
nithology may become as"popular and as well 

understood among us as other sciences. 

Charleston Courier. 


SWAMP MUD. 

Were farmers to pay more attention to drain- 
ing their low lands, they would find it much to 
their interest. Separate from the advantage 
of rendering their low lands dry and produc- 
tive, much manure of the first. quality might 
be taken fromthe ditches, and when spread 
upon fallows and other uplands under tillage, 
would well repay all the expense of ditching. 
Many seem to entertain the idea, that pothing 
is worth carting or spreading as manure, unless 
it has been collected in the barn-yard, or is the 
excrement — : 

All vege matter undergoing decimpo- 
sition furnishes food for growing plantsyand 
may, be applied as manures. In short, any- 
thine, whether vegetable or animal substance, 
which on being mixed with a soil under culti- 
vation, and which increases the growth of plants 
cultivated in such soil, is termed manure. Dif 
ferent soils require different substances to be 
applied, in order to facilitate the growth of 
plants; thus light sandy soils which are too 
loose to retain moisture are greatly benefited 
by the application of clay; and such earths as 
are comparatively too retentive of moisture, 
are greatly altered for the better, by ‘tmixing 
with them a portion of sand, so that ; 
be the soil which requires ditching, the’ 
removed may be carted to a different Soil, aed 
be applied asa manure. There is omsome 
farms, swamps or depressions, in which vege- 
table matter collects, and which cannot with- 
out considerable expense be drained; these 
frequently become dry during summer, when 
large quantities of manure might be taken out 
of them. Good farmers will look carefully to 
those things, but some that are new in the pro- 
fession, may not be aware of the importance of 








such deposits; a hint from us may not be con- 
sidered amiss.— Geneaee Farmer. 
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prove that each successive generation becomes. 
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